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SEASONS GREETINGS 
from all of us at HUD 


Current Trends 


In the November 18 Federal Register... the Federal Trade Commission published a 
proposed regulation covering home insulation. The proposed rule would require all package 
labels and advertisements to disclose the insulating materials ability to lower energy use. 
Comments from the public are invited. . . and a hearing will be held late in February 1978. 


Property tax revenue of State and local governments rose 10.7 percent during fiscal 
1976... from $51.5 billion to $57.0 billion. ..according to the Census Bureau. This 
represents the largest such increase since an 11.5 percent rise in 1971-72. Local property 
taxes are the major source of these revenues. .. accounting for $54.9 billion in fiscal 1976. 
Property subject to local general property taxation in 1976 was officially assessed at $1.2 
trillion. Copies of Assessed Valuations for Local General Property Taxation, Preliminary 
Report No. 2 of the 1977 Census of Governments, are $1.15 from the Census Bureau, 
Washington, D.C. 20233. 
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HUD Forms to be Simplified 


HUD plans to ease one of life’s vexing ordeals for many thousands of Americans 
.. . filling out the forms required to do business with the Department. 


Relief for these frustrated citizens is in sight. Secretary Harris has decided they have 
suffered enough from the agonies of: 


Filling out forms with boxes and spaces so small as to invite writer’s cramp. 
Trying to read type so small you need a microscope. 


Translating into readable English the technical jargon that appears in so many of 
the forms the average citizen is asked to fill out. 


As a beginning. ..all HUD forms. ..both new and revised... will be written in 
everyday English. Also. .. forms will have spaces roomy enough for required answers. The 
type-size will follow the guidelines required by some States that specify a minimum type-size 
for consumer contracts. 





How Americans Rate Their Neighborhood 


Almost four-fifths (79 percent) of the Nation’s households with incomes of $5,000 to 
$14,999 per year considered their neighborhood a good or excellent place to live 
.. according to a joint report by HUD and the Census Bureau. 


The 1973 Annual Housing Survey showed that a good or excellent rating was given to 
their neighborhood by fully 89 percent of the $15,000 or more income group and even by 
74 percent of the less than $5,000 income group. 


Only 4 percent of the middle-income households indicated that specific conditions in 
their neighborhood, such as crime, were so objectionable they wanted to move. 


The statistics indicate that higher value units ($35,000 or more) generally had fewer 
“problems” than lower value units (less than $10,000) and that higher rent units ($200 or 
more per month) generally had fewer “‘problems” than lower rent units (less than $70). 


Copies of the report, Financial Characteristics by Indicators of Housing and Neighbor- 
hood Quality: 1973, Series H-151-73, No. 1, are available for $4.60 each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. 


In another report in the series. .. it was discovered that although approximately 4 out 

of every 5 American households feel that they live in good or excellent neighborhoods 

.almost half (49 percent) considered them too noisy...according to another joint 
HUD-Census Bureau report. 


Heavy traffic and poor street lighting were also frequently reported as annoying 
neighborhood conditions. .. by approximately 31 percent and 21 percent, respectively, of the 
Nation’s households. In regard to neighborhood services... roughly 41 percent of all 
households felt that public transportation was inadequate. ..and about 14 percent reported 
shopping facilities as being unsatisfactory. 


Despite these complaints. .. only about 3 percent of the residents of these households 
want to move because of objectionable neighborhood street conditions, and only 4 pereent 
want to move because of inadequate neighborhood services. 


Copies of the second report, Part B, Indicators of Housing and Neighborhood Quality, 
Series H-150-74B, Advance Report, are available for $1.90 from the Subscriber Services 
Section, Census Bureau, Washington, D.C. 20233. 
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California Grants Solar Tax Credit 


A Los Angeles Times article said: ‘“‘Always alluring in theory, the use of sun power in 
the home became a significantly more practical dollars-and-cents concept for California 
homeowners.” 


Governor Brown signed into law a bill that gives Californians an income tax write-off 
of up to $3,000 for installation of solar energy systems in their homes. 


With the legislation, there now is a double incentive for use of solar energy: (1) a 
savings on utility bills (natural gas for a hot water heater runs about $40 a year) and (2) an 
initial investment, after the tax cut, that is more within the means of most homeowners. 


And, Brown said in signing the bill, the new taw provides “‘a considerable subsidy to 
an infant industry.” 


The bill allows a homeowner to deduct up to 55 percent of the cost of a solar unit (a 
maximum credit of $3,000) from his or her income tax. Commercial or industrial units 
costing more than $6,000 qualify for a 25 percent State income tax credit. 





County Government Employment Rises 


County employees in the United States totaled 1.6 million in October 1976... an 
increase of 2.4 percent of an estimated 37,000 employees... from October 1975. At the 
same time... payrolls amounted to $1.3 billion. ..a 9.4 percent increase, while the average 
October pay of full-time employees rose 6.5 percent over the same month in 1975. 

These figures are part of a Census Bureau annual report on county government and 
payroll data. The report notes that...in 1975-1976...the number of county government 
employees rose at a rate higher than that of State governments (up 2.2 percent) and other 


types of general-purpose local governments (cities were down 2.5 percent from October 1975 
to October 1976). 


During the period from 1971 to 1976, full-time equivalent employment in county 
governments rose at an average annual rate of 4.7 percent and the payrolls increased at an 
annual rate of 12.4 percent. Average October earnings of full-time county employees rose at 
an annual rate of 7.3 percent during this 5-year period. (The full-time equivalent measure is 
calculated by dividing the average monthly pay for full-time employees into the aggregated 
pay for all full-and part-time employees.). The trend of county employment in October of 
each year. 


Year All employees Monthly 
(full-time and payroll 
part-time 


1946 417,000 $ 58 million 
1956 620,000 162 million 
1966 1,043,000 414 million 
1976 1,600,000 1.3 billion 


Governmental functions most commonly conducted by counties include building and 
maintenance of highways, public welfare, health, police protection, correction, financial 
administration, and general control. However, other services provided in some counties, such 


as schools or hospitals, comprise a considerable portion of all county employment and 
payrolls. 


In most States, public schools are provided by school districts, but in Alaska, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia, public schools for elementary and 
secondary education are provided primarily by county governments. In these States, 
education represents about three-fifths to four-fifths of total county employment and 
payrolls, the report shows. 

In October 1976, education and hospital functions accounted for more than one-third 
of all employment and payrolls of county governments. Education accounted for more than 
20 percent of full-time equivalent and 22 percent of the payrolls; hospitals 15 percent of the 
employment and about 14 percent of payrolls. 

The report provides national and population size group estimates for all county 
governments and shows data individually for each of the 332 counties which had an 
estimated population of 100,000 or more in 1973. Although the 332 largest counties 
comprise only about 10 percent of the total of all county governments, they had more than 

61 percent of all county employment and 70 percent of all county payrolls in October 1976. 

The report. .. County Government Employment in 1976, GE76, No. 4... is available 

for 70 cents from the Subscriber Services Section, Census Bureau, Washington, D.C. 20233. 
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Enclosing Behavior... by Robert B. Bechtel, Environmental Research and Develop- 
ment Foundation, Tucson, Arizona... Shows how ecological psychology. ..a relatively new 
field of social investigation...can be used to design better environments, and how the 
architect and planner can grasp the global view of human behavior he needs for designing. 
From Dowden, Hutchinson and Ross, Inc., Publishers...523 Sarah Street, Box 699, 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 18360. 


New Publication 





Publications Available 


Ecology and Environmental Planning... by JM. Edington and M.A. Edington, of 
University College, Cardiff, Wales. In recent years there has been a growing realization that 
ecology as a scientific discipline has an important bearing on the day-to-day work of the 
planner. This volume surveys the ecological implications of various land uses, urban and 
industrial development, transport systems, and manmade lakes...and shows how the 
planning strategy adapted for an entire region can be analyzed comprehensively in ecological 
terms. 195 pages. $17.95 from Halsted Press, 605 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 
Order No. ISBN: 0-470-99276-X. 


Architectural Guide Standards—Ocean Avenue...published by the San Francisco 
Development Fund, a California nonprofit corporation. This plan to rehabilitate 100 
commercial storefronts in a declining neighborhood shopping district in San Francisco was 
prepared with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. .. a Federal Agency... in 
collaboration with the San Francisco Department of City Planning. The report represents a 
major element in the Development Fund’s current Housing Conservation Institute (HCI) 
program, which has been in operation for 2% years. In an effort to foster full neighborhood 
conservation, HCI staff also offer free technical and financial counseling to homeowners in 
three adjacent neighborhoods to encourage voluntary rehabilitation of older owner-occupied 
homes. The HCI program is funded by the Mary Crocker Trust, the Urban Reinvestment 
Task Force, the San Francisco Foundation, The Ford Foundation, the Evelyn & Walter A. 
Haas, Jr. Fund, and the Louis R. Lurie Foundation. Copies of the 30-page report are 
available for $5.00 each plus applicable sales tax from the San Francisco Development Fund, 
315 Granada Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94112. 


Tenants Handbook... published by the National Lawyers Guild... highlights legal 
rights and tenant organizing. The book was prepared for use in California, but is readily 
transferable in concept and detail to other areas of the country. Contains information on use 
of Small Claims Courts, housing discrimination, and community redevelopment. The primary 
focus is on tenant organizing. ..tactics and issues. Available from the National Lawyers 
Guild, Housing Panel, 712 South Grandview Street, Los Angeles, CA. 90057, at $1.00 per 
copy. , 


& 


HUD newsletter Published weekly by the Publications and Information Division, Office of the 


Assistant Secretary for Administration, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development... Patricia Roberts Harris, Secretary...James C. Biller, Editor. 
Subscription rate $12.50 per year, domestic...$15.65 foreign. Address all 
communications regarding subscriptions, change of address, etc. to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. The Secretary of HUD has determined that 
the publication of this periodical is necessary in the transaction of the public business 
required by law of this Department. Use of funds for printing this periodical has been 
HUD-318-311-ASI approved by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget through 
December 19, 1977 September 30, 1979. 
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